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St. Swithun’s Church – Brookthorpe

I have submitted this article in order to draw attention to the current
structural position regarding the church. St. Swithun’s church dates
back to about 1100 and consists of a chancel, nave, north aisle,
vestry west tower and south porch. Much of the existing fabric is of
13th century date. It is built of limestone and with roofs of Cotswold
stone slates. The west tower, of two stages, has a saddleback roof
with a weathercock on its western gable. The north aisle was added
in 1892 as was the north-west vestry.
The major restoration and enlargement works were undertaken in
1891-92 overseen by the architect Sidney Gambier-Parry. Poor
drainage and subsidence had long caused problems and various
measures to deal with them were undertaken at various times in the
20th century. The rising cost of repairs and declining congregation
led to a decision to declare the church redundant. The last Parish
service was held on Palm Sunday 1997and the church was officially
declared redundant in December 1997 and care of it was vested in
the Churches Conservation Trust. Shortly afterwards the Trust
initiated a programme of repairs under the direction of Nigel
Hammett of Norman Machin Associates, architects, of Oxfordshire.
Sadly, the issues of subsidence have returned with a vengeance!
The extremely dry period that we have experienced this year have
led to some serious structural problems with the tower and vestry
that will need substantial funds to rectify and stabilise the tower.
James Cooke, who is the keyholder for St Swithun’s was concerned
with the movement evident in widening cracks and the amount of
stone and mortar debris that had dropped to the floor. He contacted
the local community officer for the Churches Conservation Trust
who in turn arranged for a site meeting to discuss the problems and
the way forward......................continued



As a result, James Cooke and myself, together with Meriel O’Dowd,
Conservation Projects Manager, West, together with Clive Dawson a
Structural Engineer (who was familiar with the history of St.
Swithun’s problems), met at the church. The Structural Engineer is
preparing a report and I understand, as far as was possible, that any
remedial work would be addressed, subject to sufficient funds
being available. In terms of priority, along with other churches the
CCT has responsibilities for in the West, we hopefully will be placed
third in terms of funding allocation.
What was made clear however was that the CCT has limited funds
and has to prioritise and funding. Matters that could influence this
funding allocation are, ‘What is the community use of the church?’
‘What fund matching would the community be prepared to
contribute’.
So, if you want St. Swithun’s to remain accessible to the community
I would hope that you may consider the future developments
regarding its structural safety. I will update any information in due
course.

Paul Gaze (Brookthorpe)

https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-swithun-brookthorpe.html



Brookthorpe Village Hall Notices
Village Hall - Now Licensed Premises!
We are very pleased to be able to announce that we
have been granted a premises licence to allow the sale
of alcohol in the hall.
Consumption will be permitted both in the hall and
around the grounds.
This means changes to our terms and conditions of
hire which can be viewed on our website bvhtrust.uk
We look forward now to providing a retail bar service at
appropriate future events. Card as well as cash sales
will be possible of course.

Hall Closure - January 2023
Advanced warning is given that the Hall
will likely close after the Christmas Party
envisaged leading up to Christmas itself.

We are hoping to be able to carry out
alterations to the Halls interior and re-
decorate as well.

It is anticipated that the Hall will reopen
at the end of January - all being well!

Film Night - Experiment!
We are looking into the possibility of
holding a regular Film Night, probably on
a Friday evening.

Date, time and title of the first film to be
announced.

Seated with tables and chairs, a nominal
charge will be made to cover costs and
a Bar will be available throughout the
evening as well as simple snacks (not
noisy ones though). Watch out for future
announcements!

Parish Council Notices
Parish Council Meetings 2022 - Brookthorpe Village Hall

October 4th - 8.0 pm

November 1st - 8.0 pm

December 6th - 8.0 pm
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